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Message from SI Guest Editors 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
The IAG Rock Coast Working Group is   pleased to announce a 
Marine Geology Special Issue on the topic of the 
Geomorphology of Rock Coasts. 
 
Rock coasts are predominately erosional environments which 
result from the landward retreat of bedrock at the shoreline. 
Cliffs and shore platforms, are the most evident landforms 
which often include, sea caves, stacks and arches. Recent 
research has demonstrated that rock coast systems extend 
into the submarine landscape, contain beaches and via 
erosion, create boulder sediment systems that can provide 
sediment from rock coasts to supply other coastal landforms 
such as spits. The predominately erosional nature of these 
landforms means they are at increasing risk in many regions 
of the world, as climate change increases key forces acting to 
erode rock coasts (e.g. sea level rise and storminess).  
 
Research intensity in rock coast systems has rapidly grown in 
the past two decades; with an increase in the number of 
active researchers, methodologies used, spatial and temporal 
scales examined and regions studied (e.g. Geological Society 
of London published “Rock Coast Geomorphology: A Global 
Synthesis”, Kennedy et al. 2014). Since 2014 investigations of 
rock coast processes, dynamics and resulting landforms have 
benefited from the advent of new technologies and methods, 
as well as, from a larger number of researchers with more 
diverse approaches to the topic. Six years on from this 
important reference book, is an excellent opportunity to take 
stock of the global rock coast research agenda and assess the 
progress made since 2014. 
 
This SI was intended to be a platform for disseminating results 
presented at the 2nd Global Rock Coast Conference (Trieste, 
August 2020), but that was postponed because of the COVID- 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 pandemic. The Trieste conference was also planned to 
coincide with the retirement of Professor Alan Trenhaile, as a  
tribute to his significant, life-long contribution to the 
discipline. 
 
We invite submissions on rocky coasts from a range of 
approaches and topics (i.e. cliff retreat, shore platforms, rock 
coast beaches, biogeomorphology, oceanography, modelling, 
process investigations and new monitoring techniques and 
methods). Interested authors should submit to the SI editors 
(via email to: iagrockcoasts@gmail.com) abstracts will full 
author list before 15.02.2021. Authors of selected abstracts 
are expected to submit a complete manuscript to Marine 
Geology by 01.05.21.  All submissions will follow the usual 
peer-review process. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need additional 
information or to discuss your intended submission. We very 
much look forward to receiving your submissions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stefano, Lluís, Larissa, Marta, Wayne and Mateusz. 
                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 
 


